








































































































































































Thriving independent college for 
students aged 14 � 21 years old.

Offering GCSE and sixth form  
study with a �exible approach

Nurturing and supportive  
environment in Manchester 

City�Centre

�Pupils of all ages display excellent 
knowledge, skills and understanding 

across the curriculum and achieve 
highly in academic areas.� 

� ISI Inspectorate March 2023.

REGISTER TO ATTEND 
OUR OPEN MORNING ON 

17TH NOVEMBER

ACHIEVING SUCCESS TOGETHER
ABBEY COLLEGE MANCHESTER

T: 0161 817 2700



The Manchester Grammar School celebrates an outstanding year 
of GCSE and A-level results 

As MGS boys arrived at school to pick up 
their results, 40% of all GCSE grades were at 
the very highest grade 9 level and two-
thirds of all grades achieved were 9 or 8. 104 
MGS boys were awarded all 9, 8 and 7 
grades. 
 
The school’s High Master, Dr Martin Boulton, 
said: “We are very proud of this group of 
pupils having achieved such outstanding 
results. Our boys can now approach the 

next exciting stage of their academic 
careers with real confidence. I would like to 
thank our dedicated staff for the work they 
have done to support our pupils through 
their GCSEs.” 
 
MGS also achieved another year of excellent 
A-level results, with 38% of all grades at A* 
level, 73% of grades at A* or A, and 87% 
of grades at A*, A or B. There were many 
exceptional individual performances. 39 

pupils were awarded A* grades in all their 
subjects, 106 boys achieved a clean sweep 
of A* and A grades. Oxford and Cambridge 
offered places to 30 MGS pupils in 2023. 
Other leading universities to which MGS 
boys will be heading this autumn include 
Imperial, UCL, LSE, Durham, Warwick, York, 
KCL, Bristol, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Nottingham and Leeds. 
  
 

 Images by Sitara Bartle Davies, The Manchester Grammar School 

High Master Dr Martin Boulton said: 
"This year’s results places MGS in a very select number of schools nationally. I am absolutely delighted that the hard work and 
dedication of the pupils has been rewarded with excellent grades and that this will enable them to move on to study a diverse 

range of courses at leading universities. I would like to wish them every success as they take the next exciting steps in their  
academic journeys." 

84  / GLOSSYMAGAZINE.CO.UK

EDUCATION





A-mazing A-level results at Stockport Grammar School
Congratulations to the students at 
Stockport Grammar School (SGS) on their 
fantastic A-level results.  Among those 
celebrating was Head Boy Charlie Harrison, 
who was ‘overjoyed’ to receive four A*s. 
Charlie will now study French and German 
at Bristol University. 
 
Head girl and keen rugby and hockey 
player Ella Glazier is excited to be heading 
to Jesus College, Cambridge University to 
study natural sciences. Ella said, “I really 
want to thank my teachers and my UCAS 
adviser – their support helped me so much.”  
 
She will be joined at Cambridge by Tom 
Williams, who takes up his place to study 
geography at Emmanuel College. Minh 
Nguyen joined SGS in lower sixth and with 
three A*s, he is now heading off to study 
medicine at Hull York University. Talented 
singer Ella Moran is off to the capital to 
study at the Guildhall School of Music. Ella, 
who is also a member of the Hallé Youth 
Choir, played the title role in this year’s 
school production of Dido and Aeneas.  
 
Fellow school musician Patrick Owen will 
head to Durham University to study general 
engineering after securing three A*s and an 
A. A member of the Hallé Youth Orchestra, 
Patrick is a keen trumpet player and a 
member of many school music groups.  
 
Head Dr Paul Owen said: “I have been  
very impressed by the ambition and  
determination our A-level students have 
shown throughout their time at SGS. Their 
commitment and the dedication of their 
teachers has enabled them to achieve high 

academic standards and to develop their 
wider talents to the full. I am delighted by 
this splendid set of A-level results. I wish the 
students every success as they look forward 
to their next adventure, with many of them 
starting courses at prestigious universities 
across the country.” 
 
Outstanding GCSE results for SGS pupils 
Pupils at SGS were overjoyed to receive 
their GCSE results, with over 20% of the 
grades at the top mark of 9 and 61% at 9, 8 
and 7. Amongst those celebrating was  
Heaton Moor resident Priya Burrow, who 
achieved 9s across the board as she picked 
up ten GCSEs. A very active member of the 
SGS school community, Priya is involved in 
Model United Nations and school council 
as well as the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme. She will study English, history, 
mathematics and philosophy in the SGS 
sixth form. 
 
With nine 9s and an 8, talented athlete  
Tom Farrelly, from Heaton Mersey, is well  
prepared for his A-levels in politics, business, 

classics and history. Tom is looking forward 
to sixth form and continuing his athletics 
and football at SGS. 
 
Freya Niven, also from Heaton Moor, said,  
“I feel surprised but also shocked. I revised 
really hard to make sure that I could do 
well.”  
 
Her nine GCSEs, all at grades 9 to 7 and  
including six 9s, will be followed by A-levels 
in biology, chemistry, geography and 
English literature in the SGS sixth form. 
 
Head Dr Paul Owen said: “I am delighted by 
the fantastic success of our GCSE pupils. 
Supported by their teachers, they have 
shown real  academic ambition and have 
achieved truly splendid grades. Their hard 
work and determination, reflected in these 
results, gives them a strong foundation for 
further study. They have also continued to 
take opportunities to develop their wider 
talents. I am immensely proud of them. We 
look forward to welcoming back most of 
our pupils into the sixth form at SGS.” 

Full results are on the Stockport Grammar website, stockportgrammar.co.uk86  / GLOSSYMAGAZINE.CO.UK
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Withington Girls’ School pupils celebrate A-level and GCSE results  

There were hugs, smiles and tears of joy as 
Withington Girls’ School’s Year 13 and Year 
11 pupils celebrated their A-level and GCSE 
results.   
 
At A-level, 95% of all grades achieved by its 
Year 13 students were at A*- B, with 32.6% at 
A* grade, while around three in four grades 
were A or A*. Six students achieved a clean 
sweep of four A* grades.   
 
Following their recent A-level successes, the 
vast majority of the 68-strong cohort who 
applied this year have secured firm offers at 
prestigious UK universities and 18 students 
(26.5%) are going on to study medicine or 
dentistry. Eight will take up places at Oxford 
and Cambridge, including outgoing Head 
Girl Georgia Campbell, who gained four A-
levels at the top A* grade and is now looking 
forward to studying English language and 
literature at Queen’s College, Oxford.   
 
Georgia, a talented musician from Alderley 
Edge, said: 

“My time at Withington has been an absolute 
joy. I’m so grateful to everyone for the support 
I’ve had along the way – from the students 
and teachers to everyone who keeps the 
school running. The girls are incredible, we 
are each other’s support system, and I 
couldn’t have wished for a better group of 
people to help me through my journey.”  
 
At GCSE, 47.4% of Year 11 exam results were 
at grade 9 and nine students achieved ten 
GCSEs at the top grade. 70.4% of grades 
achieved were at grade 8 or higher. Over a 
quarter of the cohort achieved all grade 8 
or 9 across nine or more GCSE subjects.   
 
Didsbury GCSE pupil Uma Abbas was 
delighted with her clean sweep of ten 
grade 9s and she also praised Withington’s 
extra-curricular opportunities. Having played 
football in the school club and previously 
represented the school at hockey and 
athletics, she said: 
 
“The extra-curricular activities here have 
been amazing, giving me the opportunity 
to mix with different year groups across 
the school. Academically, the teachers at 
Withington have been very supportive and 
I couldn’t have achieved these unbelievable 
results without them.”  
 
Headmistress Mrs Sarah Haslam paid 
tribute to Withington’s Year 13s and Year 11s: 
 
“We are so very proud of every one of our 
pupils. With a return to the pre-pandemic 
approach to results, we must not forget that 
they were impacted by the dramatic 

adjustments to everyday life we all had to 
make. Supported by our excellent staff 
team, they did not lose focus and have 
worked hard to fulfil their potential, both 
academically, in extra-curricular and in local 
community engagement and volunteering.”  
 
Mrs Haslam also thanked this year’s A-level 
cohort for their contributions during their 
time at Withington, adding: 
 
“The Class of 2023 leave Withington with a 
legacy of excellence in all areas of school life. 
They include outstanding athletes, artists, 
writers, dancers and musicians as well as 
the two students who shared the lead role 
in the musical Sister Act, the school’s first 
major school production since 2019.”  
 
Open Days for entry to Withington Girls’ 
School will be held on Thursday 2nd 
November and Saturday 4th November – 
see www.wgs.org for more details on 2024 
admissions. 
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TO ADVERTISE HERE PLEASE CALL 0161 388 2353

DIRECTORY  LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?

88  / GLOSSYMAGAZINE.CO.UK

 Weekly Holistic 
Yoga Sessions  

 In a safe, sacred and nurturing space 
created for you to relax  

 Wednesday’s at Brinscall Hall, Chorley PR6 8QL  
 Friday’s at Belmont House, Stockport SK4 1TG  
 10am – 11am / £10 per session  

Contact Harj to book: 
holisticyogawithharj@gmail.com or 07875 608 753 

www.holisticyogawithharj.co.uk 
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Oliver Chesher

Naked Solar backpack 
Imagine being able to charge all your electronics for free, infinitely, while on the  
go. OK, solar panels are hardly the stuff of science fiction nowadays, but what is  
impressive is the way increasingly efficient solar powered devices are being  
designed seamlessly into everyday objects. This technical backpack is a great  
example: unlike earlier incarnations of the solar backpack, this one doesn’t even 
look as though it has anything unusual about it. The black panel is subtle and  
unobtrusive, yet delivers a full phone charge in 2-3 hours in direct sunlight. 
£120, nakedsolar.co.uk

TECHNO-LUGGAGE 
If you love gadgets and technology, you’ll already know that whether you’re at the supermarket-bag-for 
life end of the market, or the monogrammed Italian pigskin end, there’s got to be a better way to carry 

your stuff around. Think tech first… 

Ortlieb kit bags 
My favourite maker of outdoor and extreme sports baggage,  

Germany’s Ortlieb makes bags that are so strong and completely 
 air-tight that you can drop them out of a helicopter cargo net in the 

middle of the wilderness and they’ll survive. So they’ll be fine on your 
roof rack en route to Eurocamp. My go-to big holdall is the massive  

110 litre Duffle, with straps that convert it into a backpack. 
£195, ortlieb.com

Bellroy RFID wallet 
Not only a slim and handsome wallet, this clever Hide & Seek features RFID  
protection. RFID-blocking wallets are designed to help protect you from a specific 
type of theft called RFID skimming. This is where information from high frequency 
(13.56MHz) RFID-based credit cards, passports and transport passes is read and  
duplicated. Keep one step ahead of the crooks.  
£79, bellroy.com

Apidura bike luggage 
Of course, if you’re a cyclist you can do anything from shopping to 

camping adventures with little more than a wicker basket on the front, 
or a huge hiking backpack like we used to as kids. But with the rise in 

‘bikepacking’ there is of course a whole world of high-tech equipment 
for the kit-hungry hobbyists. One of the best brands is the UK-based  

independent manufacturer Apidura, which makes bags of every 
 conceivable shape and size to fit around your bike and body for 

 wild adventures. 
apidura.com
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Fact file / Dacia Spring / Battery: 26.8 kWh / Range: 140 miles 
Seating capacity: 4/5 / Boot capacity: 300 litres 

Price: (expected) under £20,000 

By Oliver Chesher

MOTORING

I LOVE cheap cars. Maybe it’s just the age I’ve got to now, but I 
think there’s nothing more stylish than a car that isn’t trying too 
hard. Now don’t get me wrong, I’m nothing if not a hypocrite – 
regular readers will know full well that I’ve been known to 
prance around with borrowed McLarens and Bentleys all over 
social media, and I once bought a car because I’d seen one in a 
Jay-Z video. 
 
But perhaps it’s a sign of the times that the car that’s expected to 
be the most talked-about launch of 2024 is also one that promises 
to be one of the cheapest. And nobody’s more excited to see the 
new Dacia Spring than I am. 
 
Dacia has always been cool anyway. From its Transylvanian 
utilitarian heritage to its too-basic-for-a-Renault-badge rebirth, 
it’s the ultimate classless conveyance for people that think about 
other things besides “prestige”. 
 
The newest addition to the range, the all-electric Spring, promises 
to be a historic entry into the UK market because it will truly 
democratise the switch to EV motoring, undercutting the current 

cheapest electric car on the market by what promises to be a 
significant margin. 
 
It’s a city car, meaning tight turning circles, tough scuff-proof plastic 
trim and bouncy suspension for handling potholes and speed 
bumps. But it also promises a range, cruising speed, charging 
efficiency and interior capacity worthy of longer-distance journeys 
too. 
 
Design-wise, I’m fascinated to take a closer look. I tend to think 
that something that has been designed to a keen price point is 
more interesting than something that has been designed with 
carte blanche and a premium budget. Expect steel wheels with 
plastic trims, unpainted hard black plastic surfaces and very few 
bells and whistles. Yet the colours and lines in the promo images 
look really thoughtfully put together, and the reputation for 
reliability and value is rock solid. 
 
Final details, pricing and specifications are yet to be revealed, but 
Dacia UK is already receiving registrations of interest and expecting 
to start taking orders before this year is out.  

SPRING INTO ELECTRIC





Kellands Chartered Financial Planners – proud to provide a full advisory service for private & corporate clients for over 30 years 
 

Tax planning. Investments. Specialist generational  

planning. Pensions. Mortgages.   
INVEST WITH CONFIDENCE  

The value of investments can go down as well as up. Past performance is no indicator of future returns. This article is correct at time of going to print and does not constitute advice. Kellands 
(Hale) Ltd is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. It is your responsibility to keep up with the monthly repayments of your mortgage, otherwise your home may be at risk. 

Tel: 0161 929 8838 
Kellands (Hale) Limited, 24 Victoria Road, Hale, Altrincham WA15 9AD 

hale@kelland.co.uk  |  www.kelland-hale.co.uk

FREE CONFIDENTIAL INITIAL MEETING  
call  |  email  |  virtual  

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR FINANCES  
 

Helping you find the highest returns  

on your pensions and savings  
 

NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING  
CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNING – ON YOUR DOORSTEP  




